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Pedicabs

Pedicabs =#§H from EyeDoc http://danshuihistory.blogspot.com/2012/02/pedicabs.html
Popular nursery rthyme in the 1950s or thereabouts:

TG E MR [A pedicab moving kuai (fast)]

AL AE % A OK [On it rides a lao-tai-tai (an old lady)]

FHEH4 3 [When asked a fare of 50 cents, she pays yi-kuai ($1)]
YRR A BE A7 [Wouldn't you say that is kind of chi-guai (strange)]

All kids knew it by heart.

Pedicabs with three wheels —#fi 5 were once the king of the road in Taiwan. They replaced the
much more labor-intensive two-wheeled rickshaws A 77, shortly after 1945. A handful of
both can still be seen today at some tourist spots.

A small number of taxicabs have long been available in Taiwan, at least since the 1920s. So
when did the widely available cabs enter the scene, now ubiquitous wherever you go? Answer:
1968. This was when the law banning pedicabs was enacted. In Taipei, for example, the City
Gov't bought up, at NT$3,000 apiece, and dismantled all 14,000 of them. And drivers were
retrained to operate taxicabs. Some may still be on the job now.

There were three types of pedicabs: (1) stationed; (2) free-flowing; and (3) privately-owned,

each had a different registration and mode of operation. Those stationed in one location could
be hired out, after negotiating the price with the customers, but no fares were allowed on their
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return, strictly one-way. The free-flowing cabs could cruise the streets and pick up passengers
anytime - if they were not too close to the cab stations. The private ones were owned by well-
to-do citizens and high officials, operated by an employed "chauffeur", and the cabs were
usually metallic and painted blue, not the usual wooden and green; an example is shown below:

The switch from pedicabs to taxicabs was made possible when Yue-Loong began mass-
producing passenger automobiles in Taiwan: More accurately, YL imported and assembled
parts made by Nissan in Japan, at least in the beginning. This model, the 1971 Green-bird 1300-
cc sedan, translated from Japanese correctly, its name would have been the Blue-bird in
Chinese. The Taiwanese pronunciation of blue-bird was something unmentionable, however.
An alternative name was therefore chosen. Also, the taxicabs were usually painted in red and
white, not yellow.

By and large, pedicab runners were a hardy and reliable bunch and most of them worked in
your neighborhood, rain or shine. The taxi age, on the other hand, has brought with it horror
stories, such as refusal to travel short distances, questionable personal hygiene and appearances
(wearing T-shirts, for example), and the occasional crimes against the passengers. Much has
improved since. Cabbies these days are simply trying to make an honest living in the face of
competition from private car ownership, public buses and MRTs.
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The next set are of a restore project by Ken Roy. Great job Ken!
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The next set is also an ebay find. I tried to buy this one but didn't win the bid.
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Taiwanese Vintage Pedicab (collectable) - $1800 (Marysville)

Reply to: see below
Date: 2009-02-21. 10:35AM PST

This Pedicab supposedly used to be on display in the J&M Cafe.

This is an antique treasure that is yearning to be loved and put on display once again or just enjoved by a collector, restaurant, or antique shop.
The photos say it all

Candy Apple red in color with a black top. Siver plate on it says " Taipei Taiwan, 145 Roosevelt Rd Sec 1" "vict V ory"

ADDITIONAL PHOTOS: http://'www flickr com/photos/teganlocker/sets/72157614183134053/

Call Pat =5 360-653-9651 &

kevwords: rickshaw, ricksha, pedi cab, taxi, biketaxi, antigue, J & M, WWII, war, asian, bicvcle taxi, tires, seat, tire, light, wheel,
Jirikisha, Trishaw, cvele-rickshaw, sidecar, cyelo, becak, Asian taxicab,
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The last set is a pedicab from Indonesia or Malaysia
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